
France
by JACQUELINE and GABRIEL PRIN

Protection via breeding .. Dream
or reality?

in some countries, the law hinders
captive breeding. In France, for
instance, to keep species of CITES
1 or listed in what is called
“Arreté de Guyane’, we must have
an ‘ability certificate’ and a permit
of ‘establishment opening’. All the
birds must be declared and
registered (that means adult pairs,
young, and even death). Moreover,
we can only sell young of such
birds as those possessing this
certificate. 

But we are not allowed to
exchange adult birds, even if they
are incompatible. This certificate
takes a long time to obtain, so
that means very few breeders
have it. This ends up causing a
hold up in trying to breed
endangered species. This
certificate could be a good thing,
but it concerns the laws, rather
than the breeding itself. All the
forms that have to be completed
and controls that are required do
not encourage those who do that
on a small scale, as a hobby.
Where is the pleasure when there
are so many restraints? And on
the other side, some ‘breeders’ or
dealers are ‘protected’ and will
never be controlled.

In short, conservation of species
thanks to captive breeding is far
from being admitted in France.

So what does become of parrots
reared in captivity? Many are
‘smuggled’ into neighbouring
countries (rings are cut, so the
birds lose their identification and
also their genetic inheritance).
Others are sold to an individual
who does not know the laws and
the bird becomes a pet. In both
cases, it is a loss for the species.
Only a small part of young reared
in captivity are registered and
kept for breeding purposes.

Present laws and large controls,
with seizures and fines, are not
enough.

CITES has been upheld by many
countries, including France. But
its application is very different
between each country, even
between countries in the
European Union. When will this
law be the same for everyone?

Italy
by CRISTIANA SENNI

Pet parrots have become
increasingly popular in Italy, and
although the majority of birds for
sale are still wild-caught, more
captive bred birds are beginning
to be available. The main
drawback for pet owners and
breeders is that there is virtually
no reliable and current
information in Italian about the
keeping and breeding of parrots,
and very few people know other
languages well enough to access
foreign specialised publications.
Many shop keepers take advantage
of the general lack of information
to sell wild-caught birds as captive
bred. Through our Italian WPT web
site we invite people to write to us
for advice and information, and
from the many messages received
we got a clear picture of how some
pet stores and breeders can take
advantage of inexperienced buyers
by selling sick or behaviourally
troubled birds, lying about their
origins, and giving terrible
information regarding their care.
However, one of the most serious
situations is the very difficult
relationship between breeders and
aviculturists with the managing
authorities particularly where
Appendix I species are concerned.
With the exception of a few very
dedicated officers, the general
attitude towards breeders and
bird owners is one of strong
suspicion.
Although we urge everyone to act
in full respect of the laws, it is a
fact that the laws which were
created to protect and secure the
welfare of wildlife and endangered
species are too often applied in an
intimidatory and sometimes
threatening way, generating a
strong and justified feeling of
distrust among aviculturists. This
results in breeders not making
birth reports or requesting the
necessary permits or even ceasing
altogether to breed and trade
Appendix I species.
Obtaining any sort of
authorization can be a nightmare:
- Permits are issued with

unacceptable and unjustifiable
delays: the wait can reach well
over one year in spite of a law
which sets a maximum limit of
90 days for the issuing of any
public certificate.

- Breeders can be subjected to
repeated requests for DNA tests
on the same birds to prove the
parentage.

Canada
by MIKE PEARSON

The Canadian World Parrot Trust
has expanded its funding through
1999 - 2000 with continued
support for the Cuban Parakeet
and Cuban Parrot project headed
by Dr. James Wiley of Grambling
State University, Louisiana, USA.
The goals of this study are to
determine the Cuban Parakeet and
Cuban Parrot’s status and
distribution in Cuba and the Isla
de la Juventud.

In addition we have commenced a
program to raise funds for
research in the Morne Diablotin
National Park, Dominica, West
Indies.  This project is being run
by Dr. Paul Reillo, Rare Species
Conservatory Foundation (RSCF),
and is centred around the
Sisserou (Amazona imperialis),
Dominica’s national bird and
symbol.  We were fortunate to
receive a large donation from the
Highbury Foundation, British
Columbia, which helped in the
funding of this project.  World
Parrot Trust, UK is also providing
financial support to this program.
Program details can be found in
PsittaScene Vol. 12 No.1 February
2000 and on the CWPT web site.

We have also started funding for
the RARE Center for Tropical
Conservation’s new Conservation
Education Campaign (CEC) follow-
up program, focusing on target

Amazon parrot species in The
Bahamas, Cayman Islands, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent, Dominica,
The Bay Islands and Bonaire. Over
the past decade, RARE Center-
supported Conservation Education
Campaigns (CECs) have been
successfully implemented in over
20 countries around the world,
focusing on several significant
parrot species and leading to
expanded environmental
awareness and education, the
establishment of protected areas,
the passage of wildlife protection
legislation, and other
conservation benefits.

We operated booths at the
Western Canadian Parrot
Symposium in May in Victoria,
British Columbia and the Eastern
Canadian Parrot Symposium in
Toronto, Ontario in November
1999. In addition we participated
in customer appreciation days at
various Ontario Super Pet stores
and look forward to continuing
this through 2000.

We will be attending the Western
Canadian Parrot Symposium in
May 2000 where we hope to raise
further funds for the RSCF and
RARE projects. Look for a
Symposium update in the August
issue of PsittaScene.

The Canadian World Parrot Trust
web site is currently undergoing a
facelift and has been relocated at:
http://www.canadianparrottrust.org
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